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“The Fount of All Goodness”
Psalm 71:1-16; Luke 13:10-17 August 21, 2016

Over the years, we have heard Christians say things that 
attempt to limit the goodness and grace of God. Things 
like:  

• They are not real Christians because…. (You fill 
in the blank). This way I do not ever need to listen to 
anyone who disagrees with me about a matter of faith. 

• I believe in grace not the law. Then I can act as 
if Moses came down the mountain with the Ten 
Suggestions not the Ten Commandments.  

• Only Christians are the children of God. This is a 
good excuse for treating other people any way I want.   

• Jesus said that the poor will always be with us. He 
does not really expect us to care for them. All we need 
to be concerned about is eternal salvation.  

• The Bible says that women should not be preachers 
or officers in the church. Then I don’t have to pay 
attention to the many places in the Bible that lift up 
the role of women as equal leaders in the church.   

Good people with the supposedly good intentions try to 
the limit the goodness of God. 

Jesus is teaching in the synagogue on the Sabbath, when a 
woman who has been crippled for 18 years appears. We can 
only imagine the difficulty of her life. Unable to stand up 
straight, she faces her daily tasks bent over and in pain. We 
imagine that she comes because she has heard about Jesus 
and his compassion for the sick, the sinners, the outcasts and 
the poor. We imagine that she comes to him because she has 
heard that the healing power of God is in him and flows 
from him.  She sees in him the goodness and grace of God.   

When he catches sight of her, he declares that she is 
healed. He lays his hands on her and for the first time in 18 
years she is able to stand up straight. She begins to praise 
God. As we read in the 71st Psalm, “I will come praising 
the mighty deeds of the Lord GOD, I will praise your 
righteousness, yours alone” (71:16).  

The righteousness of God is unlike any human 
understanding of righteousness. We tend to think of 
righteousness as being perfect or not breaking any law. 
The term has even become a bit pejorative when we think 
of a “self-righteous person.”  The righteousness of God is 

different. God’s righteousness is like the justice that God 
demonstrates without partiality or prejudice. In other 
words, God’s actions will always be in accord with God’s 
character. If we know God to be loving, just, merciful and 
compassionate, then we will experience God’s righteousness 
in those same ways. God’s righteousness is relational. God’s 
righteousness is manifest in God’s goodness and grace 
toward us – a goodness and grace that knows no bounds. 
Indeed, the Reformer John Calvin spoke of God as the 
fount of all goodness.  “It is not enough simply to hold that 
God is one who should be worshipped and adored by all, 
unless we are persuaded also that he is the fountain of all 
good, so that we should seek nothing anywhere but in him.”  
(Institutes of the Christian Religion, I. 2.1).

The woman responds to her healing with praise and 
gratitude. Yet, there is another reaction to her healing. The 
leader of the synagogue wants to hold back the goodness 
of God. Healing on the Sabbath is work. Working on the 
Sabbath is a violation of the commandments. After all, she 
has been afflicted for 18 years, why can’t he wait until the 
Sabbath is over. The leader of the synagogue places more 
importance on keeping the law than on demonstrating 
compassion to a crippled woman. I wonder sometimes if we, 
with the best of intentions or with deeply held convictions, 
have held back the goodness of God for others. 

There is a deeper goodness and a higher righteousness 
than the religious leader knows. Jesus does not wait. He 
does not hold back. He does not restrain the goodness 
of God. We are to keep the Sabbath. It is one of the Ten 
Commandments. Jesus knows that the purpose of the 
Sabbath rest is to enhance life not diminish it. In healing 
the woman, he fulfills the deep purpose of the Sabbath.  
Jesus said, “The Sabbath was made for humankind, and not 
humankind for the Sabbath” (Mark 2:27).The goodness of 
God is like an overflowing river. It is living water. Remember 
how Jesus said to the woman at the well that “those who 
drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. 
The water that I will give will become in them a spring of 
water gushing up to eternal life ( John 4:14).”  The goodness 
of God is a life giving spring poured out for the healing of 
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the world. 
At times the church has tried to hold back the goodness 

of God. At times the church has tried to limit the goodness 
of God to only certain people. I remember the struggle in 
the church over whether or not baptized children could 
receive communion. The argument on one side was that, 
since these children had not yet made a public profession 
of faith, they were not old enough to understand the 
significance of communion. The argument on the other side 
was that faith is primarily a matter of trust not intellectual 
comprehension of church doctrines. Children who are 
raised in the church and in the faith can, with appropriate 
teaching, understand at their own level what communion 
is all about. I remember the question one child raised in 
worship as the trays were being passed, “Daddy, why can’t I 
take communion? I love Jesus too.” In the end, the church 
opened the doors to inviting children to the table of our 
Lord.

The goodness of God breaks down the walls we build 
to contain it, the steps we take to control it, and the rules 
we make to limit it. Throughout the centuries there have 
always been struggles about who is welcome into the 
church and who is not. There are church buildings in 
the south that still have galleries where slaves once sat. A 
generation ago in a farming community where we lived, 
the question was whether or not migrant laborers would 
be welcome in worship, and if so, where would they sit.  
During the depression when the TVA was building dams 
in Tennessee, laborers from all over flocked to the area to 
work. Dr. Fred Craddock told about a church that felt 
overwhelmed with the flood of new people whose ideas, 
culture and education were different from the old guard 
in the church. The leaders figured out a way to deal with 
the problem. They voted to limit church membership to 
persons who owed property in the county. Dr. Craddock 
said that the church is now a restaurant where everyone is 
welcome.  

The church of Jesus Christ is open to everyone. All are 
welcome. This is why we keep the large front doors of 
the church open when we gather for worship. It is a sign 
to the community that all are welcome to gather with us 
in the praise and worship of God and to join with us in 
our life together. God makes no distinctions. Why should 
we? We forget sometimes that we are here not because we 
have a claim on this place or a right to be here. We are here 
because we are all forgiven sinners who have come to know 
the goodness and grace of God. We have been healed by 
God’s goodness. All are welcome: people of every race, the 
poor and rich, the young and old, the gay and straight, the 

able bodied and the physically or mentally challenged, and 
the Anglo and the Latino. We are like the crowds gathered 
around Jesus joining in the praise and worship of God. 

One of the most beautiful things about our Northside 
Ministry, Food Pantry and the Interfaith Hospitality 
Network is that we open the doors to community to share 
together with our neighbors the abundant goodness and 
grace of God. We not only share food, we listen to the needs 
and concerns of our neighbors. We share in prayer. Some 
of our pastors have held communion services where our 
volunteers and our guests break bread and share the cup 
together before the pantry opens. God is the fount of all 
goodness.

This past week, there was a service of witness to the 
resurrection for one of our long time members and elders.  
For years she and her husband have served in the Sunday 
School in a variety of ways. Her special love was working 
with the three year olds. At her service, we read the story 
from the gospels about Jesus welcoming the children, 
enfolding them in his arms and blessing them. In my mind’s 
eye I could see her bending down and scooping up a three 
year old and holding the child in her arms. Through her, I 
saw Jesus’ unconditional love for all those generations of 
children. She showed them the goodness of God. Now she 
has been welcomed into the arms of Jesus where she too 
dwells in the goodness of God.  


